
 
 

FS GOVT ON DRIVE TO IMPROVE INFRASTRUCTURE 

6 August 2012 

By Public Eye Reporter 

 

Free State Premier, Ace Magashule, on Tuesday, July 31 said his administration is committed to 
improving provincial infrastructure. 

He said all avenues will be explored to achieve positive results with help from the community and 
national government. Magashule was addressing a New Age/SABC business breakfast in 
Bloemfontein. 

Magashule said his administration needed to engage national government so they focus on what the 
then-President, Thabo Mbeki, said they should have in 2006 – the “Harrismith Logistics Hub”. 

“We had to go and engage KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng and that’s why today in terms of 
infrastructure, we are going to have a Durban, Free State and Gauteng corridor, which will take so 
many years to be completed – And when you talk investment, investment doesn’t happen today it 
takes time and that’s why this project will take more than 22-years – jobs will be created during that 
process. 

“But, you will see, some of the results will be seen by generations to come because we are building 
the future,” said Magashule. 

The Harrismith Logistical hub (HLH) project is an initative by the Free State provincial government 
which is to be one of its flagship projects, to move more freight off the roads and back onto rail. 

However, when expressing the areas where the administration feels that they have not been as 
effective, Magashule says his administration needs more support from the business sector so as to 
ensure that the Free State province stands out. 

“We need your money – in the name of Nelson Mandela, we have decided as a province – the 18th of 
every month must be a “Mandela Day” so that all of us – we then work together and build a 
prosperous South Africa – and I’m definitely sure that we will build a non-racial province – we will be 
there – a small step, but a great leap for all of us.” 

He said all avenues will be explored to achieve positive results with help from the community and 
national government. Magashule was addressing a New Age/SABC business breakfast in 
Bloemfontein. 
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Magashule said his administration needed to engage national government so they focus on what the 
then-President, Thabo Mbeki, said they should have in 2006 – the “Harrismith Logistics Hub”. 

“We had to go and engage KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng and that’s why today in terms of 
infrastructure, we are going to have a Durban, Free State and Gauteng corridor, which will take so 
many years to be completed – And when you talk investment, investment doesn’t happen today it 
takes time and that’s why this project will take more than 22-years – jobs will be created during that 
process. 

“But, you will see, some of the results will be seen by generations to come because we are building 
the future,” said Magashule. 

The Harrismith Logistical hub (HLH) project is an initative by the Free State provincial government 
which is to be one of its flagship projects, to move more freight off the roads and back onto rail. 

However, when expressing the areas where the administration feels that they have not been as 
effective, Magashule says his administration needs more support from the business sector so as to 
ensure that the Free State province stands out. 

“We need your money – in the name of Nelson Mandela, we have decided as a province – the 18th of 
every month must be a “Mandela Day” so that all of us – we then work together and build a 
prosperous South Africa – and I’m definitely sure that we will build a non-racial province – we will be 
there – a small step, but a great leap for all of us.” 
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